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Introduction

The improvement to the Colsterworth junctions 
is part of the proposals to upgrade six junctions 
on the A1 between Peterborough and Blyth.  
These proposals are an integral part of 
Regional Planning Guidance and Regional 
Transport Strategy, and the Government 
has asked the Highways Agency to develop 
them following their addition to the Targeted 
Programme of Improvements in 2001.

Our objectives are to improve safety and reduce 
congestion.  We would do this by providing two 
new two level junctions.

The current Colsterworth roundabout would 
be removed, and a new link road over the A1 
would connect the B676 and the A151 to the 
south of the current junction.  There would be a 
new junction at each end of this link road.  Entry 
and exit slip roads to both northbound and 
southbound carriageways would connect the 
B676 and the A151 with the A1.

North of Colsterworth a link road over the A1 
would be constructed to join the B6403 east 
and west of the A1.  The central reserve gap at 
the existing crossroads would be closed and 
entry and exit slip roads to both northbound and 
southbound carriageways would connect the 
B6403 to the A1.

Why the improvement is needed

The Colsterworth roundabout forms the junction 
of the A1 with the A151 and B676.  To the north 
the A1 and the B6403 form another junction.  
The A1 trunk road is a major route for traffic 
travelling between London and Edinburgh 
which passes through Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire. The present junction layouts are 
considered unsatisfactory for such a major road.

Frequent traffic queues occur on the A1 
approaches to the existing roundabout, 
particularly during peak periods. The A1 
in this area carries nearly 43,000 vehicles 
a day with Heavy Goods Vehicles making 
up approximately 22% of traffic.  Crossing 
the A1 at both junctions can be difficult for 
pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists.  A 
number of accidents have happened here and 
although the majority were slight, several have 
been serious in nature.

Purpose of the Environmental Statement

The published Environmental Statement 
describes the proposals, their main effects on 
both the man-made and natural environment 
and the measures to be taken to reduce 
adverse effects.  It also contains the findings 
of a detailed and comprehensive study of all 
of the environmental aspects of the project 
and its setting.  Its purpose is to make sure 
that all those consulted, including the public, 
understand the proposals and are given the 
chance to express an opinion on them. 

Environmental effects

In general terms the junction improvement 
would have limited adverse environmental 
effects. The scheme has been designed as 
far as practicable to avoid harming the local 
environment. A range of measures would be 
put in place to off-set the adverse effects which 
it has not been possible to remove within the 
design.  The proposals would provide new 
habitats, decrease water pollution and make 
the junction easier to use for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The table in this document sets out the 
main environmental issues and the effects of 
the scheme.
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Construction

Construction will take up to 18 months and is 
currently expected to begin in 2007.  We would 
minimise disruption to traffic on the A1 and 
other roads in the area during construction 
and restrict Contractor's vehicles to major 
routes.  Surveys, before construction starts, 
would confirm previously identified protected 
species and where necessary these would be 
relocated.

The Contractor would produce an 
Environmental Management Plan for the 
works.  This would be used to control 
construction work, limit impact on local 
properties and protect environmentally 
sensitive areas. During construction local 
residents would be kept informed of progress.

Draft Orders

The Secretary of State has published the 
following draft Orders for the Scheme under 
the Highways Act 1980.

The A1 Trunk Road (A151/B676 Junction and 
B6403 Junction Improvements Colsterworth) 
Compulsory Purchase Order (MP No. 43) 200.  
This Order would authorise the compulsory 
acquisition of the land needed to carry out the 
improvements.

The A1 Trunk Road (A151/B676 Junction and 
B6403 Junction Improvements Colsterworth 
Side Roads) Order 200 .  This Order would 
authorise the improvement to lengths of the 
highway and stop up and provide new means 
of access.

The A1 Trunk Road (A151/B676 Junction and 
B6403 Junction Improvements Colsterworth) 
Order 200 .  This Order would authorise the 
construction of new lengths of trunk road.

The A1 Trunk Road ((A151/B676 Junction and 
B6403 Junction Improvements Colsterworth) 
(Detrunking) Order 200 .  This Order would 
authorise the detrunking of the length of trunk 
road described in the schedule to this Order 
that would cease to be a trunk road and would 
be reclassified as a classified road.

These draft Orders provide the legal basis 
of the Secretary of State's proposals for the 
improvement of the A1 Colsterworth junction.  
The Order plans will show the line of the new 
road, the roads to be improved, alterations 
to accesses and public rights of way and the 
land required for construction of the project.
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Summary of Environmental Effects at Colsterworth

Topic Key Issue
Key Mitigation 

Proposed
Residual Effects 

Noise and Vibration Increased traffic levels 
generating more noise

Low noise surface would 
help reduce noise levels  

Growth in traffic flows 
would increase noise 
levels and there would 
be a noise increase of 
up to 3dB at the nearest 
properties either with 
or without the junction 
improvements

Air Quality Levels of pollution and 
greenhouse gases 
produced by the scheme

New junction would 
reduce congestion 
resulting in a decrease in 
pollution and greenhouse 
gases

Increased levels of 
traffic derived pollutants 
affecting local properties 
in the long term, but 
slightly decreased levels 
of greenhouse gases

Landscape Effects The junctions are in a 
mainly agricultural area 
on the edge of the village 
of Colsterworth. The 
scheme would affect 
the landscape and local 
views

The proposals would 
include planting to blend 
the new junction into the 
landscape and screen 
views of traffic

The overall effect 
on houses and the 
landscape of the area 
after mitigation has 
established would be 
slightly worse than at 
present

Cultural heritage There are several cultural 
heritage features near 
the southern junction and 
a disused railway bridge 
at the northern junction

Construction works 
would be monitored 
by archaeologists and 
cultural heritage features 
affected would be 
recorded or reinstated 

Limited effect on cultural 
heritage

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation

There are a number of 
locally important habitats 
and species in the area 
of the junction

The scheme would 
include the creation 
of new habitats to 
compensate for those 
that would be lost 

There would be losses 
of grassland, hedgerows 
and trees but the 
replacement habitats 
would enhance the 
environment
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Topic Key Issue
Key Mitigation 

Proposed
Residual Effects 

Water Quality and 
Drainage

The need to prevent 
polluted run-off reaching 
local streams

Safer junction would lead 
to fewer accidents and 
spillages of pollutants. 
The proposals include 
measures to protect 
water quality and prevent 
flooding

Proposed measures 
would be an improvement 
on the current situation

Pedestrian, Cyclists, 
Horse Riders and 
Community Effects

Existing A1 is dangerous 
and deters people from 
crossing 

The new bridges over 
the A1 would include 
dedicated paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists

The new crossings 
would be much safer 
and encourage people to 
cross the A1

Vehicle Travellers The existing junction is 
the cause of traffic delays 
and accidents

Provision of safer 
and more efficient 
junction, access to the 
service areas would be 
maintained

New junctions would 
be much safer and less 
stressful for motorists to 
use

Land Use and Agriculture The junction is in an area 
of mainly agricultural land 
with several businesses 
adjacent to the existing 
roundabout 

The proposals take 
little agricultural land 
and only one house 
would be demolished. 
New accesses would 
be provided to land and 
businesses

Loss of agricultural land 
would have a very slight 
impact on farms affected. 
Businesses would be 
able to operate normally 
after construction

Disruption Due to 
Construction

Noise and dust during 
construction and 
disruption to journeys for 
motorists, pedestrians, 
cyclists and horse riders 

Traffic flows to be 
maintained on all roads 
during construction. 
The contractor would 
follow agreed working 
procedures to reduce the 
effect on local people

Effects of construction 
would last for a maximum 
of 18  months but 
disruption to traffic would 
occur

Policies and Plans Policy at national, 
regional and local level 
supports the proposal

Construction of junction 
would ensure compliance 
with policy

Completion of junction 
would realise key policies
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Copies of the draft Orders and the full 
Environmental Statement may be inspected 
free of charge at the following locations from 
21 July 2005 until 21 September 2005: 

Reception
Highways Agency
5 Broadway
Broad Street
Birmingham
B15 1BL

Lincolnshire County
Council
County Offices
Newland
Lincoln
LN1 1YL

South Kesteven 
District Council
1 Maiden Lane
Stamford
Lincolnshire
PE9 2AZ

Grantham Library
Isaac Newton Centre
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 6EE 

Bourne Library
South Street
Bourne
Lincolnshire
PE10 9LY

Your views

If you wish to support, comment on or object 
to the draft Orders, you should write to the 
Project Team at the Highways Agency address 
on the back page of this document not later 
than 21 September 2005.

If you wish to comment on or object to 
the Environmental Statement, you should 
write separately to the Project Team at the 
Highways Agency address on the back page 
of this document, not later than 21 September 
2005.

The information you send us may need to 
be passed to colleagues within the Agency 
or agents acting on our behalf.  We will 
assume that you are content for us to do this. 
Please ensure that if you want your name or 
response to be kept confidential, you state 
this clearly in your response. Confidential 
responses will be included in any statistical 
summary of numbers of comments received 
and views expressed.

Printed copies of the Environmental 
Statement may be purchased at a cost of £60 
or can be supplied on CD Rom free of charge.

To obtain copies, you should contact 
InterserveAtkins at the following address: 

Jayne Slater
A1 Project Office
The Axis
10 Holliday Street
Birmingham
West Midlands
B1 1TF

Tel: 0121 483 5000

E-mail: jayne.slater@atkinsglobal.com

Public exhibition

We will be holding a Public Exhibition at 
Colsterworth Memorial Hall, Water Lane, 
Colsterworth on Friday 9 September 2005 
from 3pm to 8pm and on Saturday 10 
September 2005 from 10am to 3pm.  At the 
exhibition you will be able to view the draft 
Orders, scheme plans, the full environmental 
statement and other information about the 
proposed improvement.  The project team will 
be on hand throughout the exhibition, and we 
will be happy to answer any questions you 
might have.

Government Office for 
the East Midlands
The Belgrave Centre
Stanley Place
Talbot Street
Nottingham
NG1 5GG

South Kesteven 
District Council
St Peters Hill
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 6PZ

South Kesteven 
District Council
Town Hall
North Street
Bourne
Lincolnshire
PE10 9EA

Stamford Library
High Street
Stamford
Lincolnshire
PE9 2BB 

Colsterworth Post 
Office
2 Bourne Road
Colsterworth
NG33 5JE




