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Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers

An Executive Agency of the

Welcome to our fi rst edition

Construction work started on the A1 in April.

This is the fi rst of our quarterly newsletters, 

which will keep you informed of the scheme 

progress and what to expect as you travel 

through the works.

If you have any questions on any aspect of 

the scheme please do not hesitate to contact 

the HAIL line or the scheme email please.

David Brindle

Highways Agency

Senior Project Manager

If you need help using this or any 
other Highways Agency information, 
please call 08457 50 40 30 and we 
will assist you.

Protecting the Environment

During the course of our work we are ensuring 
that we protect the environment we have full 
time ecologists on site . 
Helen Hays is a local botanist who contacted 
the construction team to highlight the presence 
of Leopards Bane a rare plant in this region. 
With the help of the site ecology team a quantity 
of the plants have been removed and will be 
stored for replanting in a similar location at the 
end of the project.

This work is funded by the DFT through the 
Highways Agency

Thank you for taking the time to read about our 
work. If you want to fi nd out more or have any 
concerns or questions regarding the scheme, 
please do contact us in one of the following 
ways:

email a1dishforthleeming@highways.gsi.gov.uk

David Brindle Senir PM
Arun Sahni PM
Michael Church Ast. PM
Carol Donelon Ast. PM
Gary Frost Ast. PM

For wider motoring advice visit Directgov
www.direct.gov.uk/motoring



Construction Update

Work is progressing well:
• pond construction commenced in May. 
• 60% of site fencing is complete south   
 bound, 
• drainage. has been installed at various   
 locations along the route
• work has also commenced at various   
 structures along the project, Street   
 Lane is one of the more advance    
 structures. 
• several properties have now been   
 demolished along the A1 to allow for the  
 start of construction works.
• earthworks have begun across the   
 scheme.

Upcoming Activities

To allow us to divert the traffi c, we need to 
strengthen the central reserve. This work will 
be carried out overnight to reduce disruption to 
travellers, at Leases, Leeming Bar, and Gatenby 
to Londonderry during July –Oct 09.

Several utility diversions are due to take place 
from July 09. This means we are moving water 
pipes, electric pipes, gas mains etc this will 
pose no interruption to domestic supplies, but 
are all necessary to allow the construction of the 
road.

Traffi c Management

We have introduced a number of measures on 
the scheme for the safety of road users and 
our work force. These include safety cameras, 
24hour monitored cctv and free breakdown 
recovery. We have a close working relationship 
with North Yorkshire County Council and 
the Police to ensure our traffi c management 
and diversion routes are clearly signed and 
enforced.

Please make sure you adhere to traffi c 
measurements even if it is at fi rst not obvious 
work is taking place for your safety and the 
safety of others.  If you do have any concerns 
please do contact us.
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Traffi c management on the scheme September 2009

Cowfold Bridge Londonderry now closed permanently this has enabled removal 
of bridge embankment giving access north  up to Bedale Beck.

Narrow Lanes A1 northbound at Baldersby (A61) now operational for widening 
under A61 junction until 2010. A temporary speed limit of 50mph will operate 
along with Average Speed Cameras and CCTV between Dishforth Junction 
(J49) and (A61) Baldersby. 

Closure of Dishforth Road (including northbound entry slip road) now revised to 
06:00 on 3rd October 09 for 2 weeks for deep drainage works under A1 bridge. 

Overnight closures of B6267 between 
southbound slip roads and Ainderby 
Quernhow will be installed over the 
weekend of 5th & 6th September 
09 then each night 19:00 to 06:00 
Sunday to Thursday inclusive for 
approximately 4 weeks for installation 
of deep drainage outfall to proposed 
Balancing Pond.

30mph & Site access to go operational at Gatenby junction east 
side of A1 late September 09 numbered as RVP 15.

Narrow Lanes now operate A1 Southbound A61 Baldersby to Dishforth (J49).
The Narrow Lanes operate with a 50mph, Average Speed Cameras and Free 
Recovery. Narrow lanes will operate until December 09 when contrafl ow will be 
introduced. 

Narrow Lanes utilising newly constructed central widening now operational. This 
to enable bridge construction.Safety controls include CCTV and Average Speed 
Cameras/ 50mph. Overnight Contrafl ow operational with A684 slip road closure 
operational until 4th September 09 for completion of sheet piles at proposed 
Leeming Junction. 

Site access now operational off A1 
southbound between Sinderby and 
Baldersby for access into section 2 
(RVP 7a). 

“Delays Possible” A long length of 
traffi c lights now operational on B6267 
Lime Lane (west side of A1Junction) to 
enable roundabout construction

Weekend closure of B6267 will be 
implemented on 19:00 Friday 18th 
to Sunday 21st Sept 06:00 with 
contingency weekend of 19:00 Friday 
25th to 06:00 28th Sept  for tie-in works 
to roundabout on B6267 Lime Lane.

Narrow Lanes will operate A1 north and southbound between 
Londonderry and Gatenby with Temporary CCTV 50mph and 
Average speed Cameras from 5th September 09.Narrow 
Lanes will allow construction of temporary central widening 
.The central widening will require overnight lane closures 
each night until November 2009.Proposed central widening 
works will enable future contrafl ow phases in 2010 between 
Londonderry and Gatenby 

Constructed in the 1950’s and early 60’s, the 
existing A1 fails to meet present day standards 
for layout and alignment. There are a high 
number of sub-standard accesses, central 
reserve crossings and local road junctions. 
Slow moving agricultural vehicles use the route 
to enter and exit farms and fi elds adjoining the 
A1. The route has a poor accident record with 
continuing safety, congestion and journey time 
reliability problems.

The objectives of the improvement are:
•    decrease current high levels of accidents
•    reduce congestion
•    improve journey times

This will be achieved by upgrading the existing 
A1 to dual 3-lane motorway standard. The 
proposal is generally on the line of the existing 
road. Motorway junctions are proposed at 
Dishforth, Baldersby (A61), and Leeming

We are working hard to minimise delays to your 
journey, while we carry out work. Where possible 
work is being carried out overnight.

To keep up to date with the progress of 
the scheme and future traffi c management 
arrangements
Visit http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/
projects/24058.aspx. Where you can sign up for 
email alerts each time the website is updated. 
If you would like to discuss any queries you 
may have about the work or receive regular TM 
updates please contact us on 0845 50 40 30 or 
email a1dishforthleeming@highways.gsi.gov.uk

Find out More

On 12 & 19 June we held meetings for those 
affected by the work; who could ask questions 
and give feedback.  We call these sessions ‘Key 
Liaison Group meetings’ or KLG. Around 70 
people attended and most said they found the 
meeting useful.  We are currently addressing all 
the points raised at the last meeting and we will 
give updates on these at the next meeting.

The next KLG will be held on 18 Sept starting 
at 10am for Stapley Lane to Leeming and 13:30 
for Dishforth to Stapley Lane. Letters will be 
sent out shortly but anyone wishing to attend 
should contact Michael Church. Please email 
a1dishforthleeming@highways.gsi.gov.uk or 
phone 0845 50 40 30.
 

Background


