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The Project and Location

The existing A453 is a single two lane carriageway between M1 Junction 24 and the
A52 Nottingham. The project covers the section of the A453 from M1 J24 to the
Farnborough Road/Fabis Drive junction in Clifton, and comprises a 9km rural
section and a 2.5km urban section. The project is referred to as ‘A453 Widening:
M1 Junction 24 to A52 Nottingham’ (for ease of reference in this report this is
shortened to ‘A453 Widening’). The project location is shown on the plan overleaf.

The section of road between M1 J24 and the River Soar lies within Leicestershire.
East of the river the project lies within Nottinghamshire.

A detailed description of the project is given in Part 2 and is illustrated on the
General Arrangement drawings in Figure 1.1.1, Volume 2 of the Environmental
Statement (ES). In summary the main features of the project are as follows:

Rural Section

The existing A453 is to be improved between M1 J24 and a proposed new junction
at Mill Hill, south west of Clifton from a single two lane (S2) carriageway with some
at-grade junctions to a dual two lane all purpose carriageway (D2AP) standard with
grade separated junctions. The alignment of the new dual carriageway will follow
the alignment of the existing road for most of its length, and the widening will be
achieved by the construction of a second carriageway on the south side of the
existing road. The eastern section of the proposed D2AP will come off line to the
south of the existing carriageway from the Thrumpton turn to the new Mill Hill
Roundabout. The existing A453 carriageway over this stretch will be retained as a
collector / distributor road for local traffic and to provide non-motorised user
facilities. Barton Lane, the existing link from the A453 to Clifton Lane at Barton
Lodge, will no longer connect to the A453 directly. The rural section will be unlit
except at junctions. The central reserve of the D2AP will be hardened, with a
concrete road restraint system over much of its length.
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Urban Section

The existing A453 through Clifton between the new Mill Hill junction and the
Farnborough Road/Fabis Drive junction is to be improved from a single two lane
(S2) carriageway to a single urban standard 4-lane (S4) carriageway with at-grade
junctions. The alignment of the new carriageway will follow the alignment of the
existing road for most of its length, and the widening will be achieved by the
construction of new carriageway on the north side of the existing road. The
improvement includes signalising the existing Crusader Roundabout and new
signalised roundabout junctions at Green Lane and Farnborough Road. Minor
junctions connecting into the A453 will be made left-in and left-out only with the
exception of the Nottingham Trent University North Gate access which is to be
signalised to allow all movements except for the right turn out.

The Legal Basis and Purpose of the Environmenta | Statement

The European Union Council Directive 85/337/EEC, June 1985 (the EIA Directive)
amended by Directive 97/11/EC, March 1997, requires the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for certain types of projects likely to have
significant impacts on the environment. EIA refers to the whole process by which
information regarding the likely significant positive and negative environmental
effects of a planned project is systematically collected, publicised and taken into
account in reaching a decision on whether the project should proceed as required
by regulations.

The EIA Directive, as amended by Directive 97/11/EC and the Public Participation
Directive 2003/35/EC, has been translated in respect of trunk road projects into UK
law by Section 105 of the Highways Act 1980 in England and Wales. This has been
amended by The Highways (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations
1988, The Highways (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations 1994, The
Highways (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations 1999 and The
Highways (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007. In accordance
with the regulations, the Secretary of State for Transport has determined that the
A453 Widening project falls within Annex | of the EIA Directive, and thus EIA is
mandatory, in that it involves:

Construction of new roads of four or more lanes, or realignment and/or
widening of an existing road of two lanes or less so as to provide four or
more lanes, where such new road, or realigned and/or widened section of
road would be 10km or more in a continuous length (Annex I, para 7(c)).

The EIA is reported in the ES. The ES identifies, describes and assesses in an
appropriate manner in accordance with Articles 4 to 11 of the EIA Directive, the
direct and indirect effects of the project on the factors mentioned in Article 3 (human
beings; flora and fauna; soil; water; air; climate and the landscape; material assets
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and the cultural heritage; and the interactions between these factors). It contains
the information referred to in Annex IV of Council Directive 97/11/EC to the extent
that the Secretary of State or Minister considers: that it is relevant to the specific
characteristics of the project and of the environmental features likely to be affected
by it, and that (having regard in particular to current knowledge and methods of
assessment) the information may reasonably be gathered. In accordance with
Annex IV this includes:

a description of the project, including in particular:

0 a description of the physical characteristics of the whole project and
the land-use requirements during the construction and operational
phases;

0 a description of the main characteristics of the production processes,
for instance, nature and quantity of the materials used,;

0 an estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and
emissions (water, air and soil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat,
radiation, etc.) resulting from the operation of the proposed project;

an outline of the main alternatives studied by the Highways Agency on
behalf of the Secretary of State, and an indication of the main reasons for
the choice, taking into account the environmental effects;

a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly
affected by the proposed project, including, in particular, population, fauna,
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-
relationship between the above factors;

a description of the likely significant effects of the proposed project on the
environment resulting from:

0 the existence of the project;
o0 the use of natural resources;

0 the emissions of pollutants, the creation of nuisances and the
elimination of waste,

and a description of the forecasting methods used to assess the effects on
the environment;

a description of the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and where
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment;

a non-technical summary of the information provided under the above
headings;

an indication of any difficulties (technical deficiencies or lack of know-how)
encountered in compiling the required information.

SECTION 1 : INTRODUCTION

Part 1 : Introduction



A453 Widening M1 Junction 24 to A52 Nottingham
Environmental Statement Volume 1 January 2009

124

125

1.3

131

13.2

133

The purpose of the ES is to give the public, statutory environmental bodies (namely
English Heritage, the Environmental Agency and Natural England) and other
interested groups an opportunity to express an opinion before the project is
initiated. Any comments can then be considered by the Secretary of State for
Transport before a final decision is made on whether the project should be allowed
to proceed.

This ES has been prepared to accompany the following Draft Orders:

The A453 Birmingham to Nottingham Trunk Road (M1 Junction 24 to A52
Nottingham Improvement) Compulsory Purchase Order 20.. — MP No.70;

The A453 Birmingham to Nottingham Trunk Road (M1 Junction 24 to A52
Nottingham Improvement) Detrunking Order 20.. — HA 10/MP/99;

The A453 Birmingham to Nottingham Trunk Road (M1 Junction 24 to A52
Nottingham Improvement) Slip Roads Order 20.. — HA 10/MP/100; &

The A453 Birmingham to Nottingham Trunk Road (M1 Junction 24 to A52
Nottingham Improvement) Side Roads Order 20.. — HA 10/MP/101.

Format of the Environmental Statement

The format of the ES follows guidance in the Highways Agency’s (HA) Design
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB), Volume 11 Environmental Assessment, as
updated in August 2008 by the guidance document HD 48/08 (DMRB Volume 11,
Section 2, Part 6 Reporting of Environmental Impact Assessments). The EIA that is
reported in this ES has been undertaken to meet the requirements of Section 105A
of the Highways Act 1980 (England and Wales), as amended, implementing Council
Directive 85/337/EEC, as amended.

The ES comprises two volumes:

Volume 1 : Report

Volume 2 : Figures

Volume 1 : Report

The Environmental Statement Volume 1 Report is this report. It is a comprehensive
and concise document which draws together all the relevant environmental
information about the project. Following this Section 1 Introduction, Section 2
comprises a summary of the EIAs that have been undertaken for each of the
thirteen environmental topics as listed in the contents page. The order does not
represent the relative significance of the topics. For most of the topics, the EIA is
reported under the following headings (some topics do not lend themselves to this
format and are reported in a more appropriate manner):

Methodology
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Key Guidance and Legislation
Consultations

The Study Area

Baseline Conditions

Potential Impacts

Design and Mitigation Measures
Magnitude of Impacts
Significance of Effects

Summary

Section 3 discusses any cumulative effects that result from incremental changes
caused by the interactions between effects of this scheme on particular receptors,
and the interactions with the effects from other developments. Having regard to the
cumulative effects of the project with other developments meets the EIA legislation
within the EIA Directive.

Section 3 discusses the likely significant interactions which may come from other
developments, depending on the status of the development and the certainty of the
outcome. In this respect the environmental assessment makes the same
assumptions as the economic impact assessment, for example in predicting traffic
growth.

Section 3 considers the effects of the following developments which are likely to
occur prior to the A453 Widening project starting on site or shortly afterwards:

East Midlands Parkway Station ;

Nottingham Express Transit (NET) Park & Ride Site south of Clifton;
East Midlands Airport extension;

Lark Hill Retirement Village;

M1 Widening Contract 2 (Junctions 21 to 30);

Clifton Service Station improvements including a Tesco Express
convenience store.

Section 3 also includes an outline of the main alternatives studied by the Highways
Agency and indicates the main issues for the choice of the project, taking into
account the environmental effects. Route options previously considered by the
Highways Agency are briefly described, including those taken to public consultation,
and the reasons for their rejection stated.
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Section 4 summarises the mitigation measures proposed to avoid or reduce any
adverse environmental effects and concludes with a summary of the effects of the
scheme.

Section 5 lists references used in this ES Volume 1 : Report. A glossary of terms is
also included in this section. Section 6 contains appendices.

Section 7 contains the Non-Technical Summary (NTS), as required by the EIA
Directive (see 1.2.3 above). This is a brief report summarising the principal
sections of the ES using non-technical terms. The NTS is also available as a free-
standing document.

Volume 2 : Figures

All drawings and other figures referred to in this ES Volume 1 Report are found
within Volume 2 (with the exception of a location plan and Environmental
Masterplan which are included here). They are numbered in accordance with the
Section and Part of this ES in which they are referred e.g. Figure 2.1.1 is the first
figure referred to in the ES Section 2 Part 1 (Air Quality); and Figure 2.2.3 is the
third figure referred to in the ES Section 2 Part 2 (Cultural Heritage).

Detailed EIA Reports, Technical Reports and Survey  Reports

Detailed EIA reports for each of the thirteen environmental topics, which are
summarised in this Volume 1, are available as separately bound reports, on
request. Other relevant reports which are also available are listed in Appendix B.

Commenting on the Environmental Statement

The date of publication of the ES and the Draft Orders for the project is the 29™
January 2009.

The ES will be deposited for inspection at the following locations:

Highways Agency

A453 Widening Project Team
Room C8

5 Broadway

Broad Street

Birmingham

B15 1BL

Government Office for the East Midlands
The Belgrave Centre

Stanley Place

Talbot Street
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Nottingham
NG1 5GG

Nottinghamshire County Council
County Hall

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 7QP

Leicestershire County Council
County Hall

Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8RA

North West Leicestershire District Council
Council Offices

Coalville

Leicestershire

LE67 3FJ

Nottingham City Council
The Guildhall

South Sherwood Street
Nottingham

NG1 4BT

Rushcliffe Borough Council
Civic Centre

Pavilion Road

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 5FE

Clifton Library
Southchurch Drive
Clifton
Nottingham

NG11 8AB

Gotham Library
Village Hall
Nottingham Road
Gotham

Nottingham NG11 OHE

Kegworth Library
High Street
Kegworth
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Derbyshire
DE74 2DA

1.4.3 Copies of the ES can also be purchased from the Highways Agency at the address
below. The ES is priced as follows:

Volume 1 Report : £95.00
Volume 2 Figures : £80.00

1.4.4 A CD version of the entire ES is available free of charge. Prices for individual
detailed EIA reports, other technical reports and survey reports as listed in
Appendix B are available upon request. There is no charge for the Non-Technical
Summary which may also be accessed via the link given in the A453 Widening
pages of the Highways Agency’s website (www.highways.gov.uk) or which can be
obtained from the Highways Agency at the following address:

Highways Agency

A453 Widening Project Team
Room C8

5 Broadway

Broad Street

Birmingham

B15 1BL

1.45 All interested parties are invited to comment on the information provided in this
Environmental Statement by writing to the Highways Agency at the above address
no later than the 30th April 2009.
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