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Welcome to the Public Exhibition

The London to the South West and South Wales Multl Modal Study (SWARMMS), Following the completion of that technical werk, an announcement of plans to
which was published In May 2002, recommended the Improvement of the A303 to upgrade the A358 from near Iiminster to M5 Taunton was made by the Transpert
provide a second strategic route to the South West. This essentially proposed to Secretery on 29 Novernber 2004

upgrade all remaining lengths of single carmriageway to dual carriageway.
Parsons Brinckerhoff was commissioned by the Highways Agency to investigate

The study locked at the issues of this route to the west of Iminster, that is, dualling options for the dualling of the A358 and develop the 1996 proposals to widen the
of the A303/A30 frem lIminster o Honiton. Because the route passes through the existing A303 liminster Bypass to dual carriageway standard.

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, SWARMMS considered the

altemnative improvement to the A358 between liminster and the M5 at Taunton. The resultant scheme would provide a dual carriageway standard route from the
SWARMMS recommended that on balance the A358 alterative should be the existing dual carriageway east of South Petherton through to the M5 at Junction 26
preferred route. near Taunton.

The South West Regional Assembly carried out a review of the SWARMMS

findings. Following a debate In July 2002 the Assembly included in Its The Purpose of the

recommendations to the Secretary of State for Transport that both the A303/A30 . T

liminster to Honiton and the A258 lIminster to M5 should be dualled. In a response PUbIIC EXthItIOI’I

to this and SWARMMS the Secretary of State for Transport asked in December

2002 that the Highways Agency carry out further technical work on the alternalive This exhibition presents an indication of the work undertaken so far. It is being held
options of widening the A303/A30 liminster to Honiton and the A358 liminster to M5 so that local people and other interested parties can view and comment cn the
Taunton. route being proposed.
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Panel 1 — Welcome to the Public Exhibition
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Location of the Scheme
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Panel 2 — Location of the Scheme
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A303/A358 Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers HIGHWAYS J
South Petherton to M5 Taunton

The Need for the Scheme

Scheme Objectives:

. To provide part of the second strategic route between London and the South West.

’ To provide an alternative trunk road route to the A303/A30 through the Blackdown
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty for traffic travelling between liminster and
Exeter.

. To improve safety for all road users, including pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists,
and reduce the number of accidents occurring on the route.

. To reduce congestion and improve journey time reliability.

. To separate local and long distance traffic and remove slow moving vehicles by
eliminating direct access on to the trunk road network where possible.

. To improve the environment within the village of Henlade by significantly reducing
traffic-related problems of congestion, noise, air quality and community severance.

. To provide a highway improvement which embraces the environmental
characteristics of the area and minimises the impact on the local flood plains.

Panel 3 — The Need for the Scheme
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South Petherton to M5 Taunton

Prngnmll;e
Impacts, Benefits and Road Traffic Accidents .
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Panels 4 & 5 — Impacts, Benefits and Road Traffic Accidents
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Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers

A303/A358
South Petherton to M5 Taunton

Environmental Effects
Ecology

No nationally or internationally designated sites would be affected by the
proposed road improvements.

A total of sixteen County Wildlife Sites occur along the route corridor
between South Petherton and Taunton. The route has been designed to
avoid effects on these sites wherever possible.

The proposed route crosses an
agricultural landscape, enclosed by
predominantly species-rich hedgerows,
Large swathes of the study area are
however species-poor, being improved
permanent pasture or arable farmland.

The network of hedgerows is an
important biodiversity feature of the
study area with many field hedgerows
of moderate or high species richness,
many with a ground flora including
bluebells, ramsons and other
associated ancient woodland
indicator species.

Many of the woodlands present are
ancient in origin and have associated
ancient woodland indicator species.

Two watercourses notable for their
biodiversity are the River Rag,
which forms part of the upper
reaches of the Fivehead River, and
the River Isle. Both are crossed by
the existing A303/A358 and the
proposed route. The disused
Taunton to Chard railway line
forms a good wildlife corridor in an
otherwise arable landscape.

Preliminary surveys and
consultations indicate that a number
of protected or otherwise notable
species have been recorded or are
likely to be found within the
proposed route corridor including
badgers, reptiles, otters, dormice
and bats. Further surveys would be
undertaken at the next stage to
confirm the presence of sensitive
habitats and species.

FPipistrafie Bat

Environmental mitigation measures would be designed to reduce or
iminate any potential ad ; on these habitats and .

Panel 6 — Environmental Effects
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Archaeology

The scheme design has been influenced by the need to avoid known
archaeological impacts wherever possible.

The study corridor is rich in archaeological interest from prehistoric
times to the industrial age although there are no archaeological sites that
are protected as Scheduled Monuments in the area.

The landscape crossed by
the route corridor comprises
a mix of anciently enclosed
land (pre 17th century),
recently enclosed land (post
17th century) and post
1839/40 enclosures.

Some boundaries may be
considered ‘Important’ under
the Hedgerow Regulations
(1997), Schedule 1.

A typical exampie of a historic / Tmpodant =
hedgerow

There are numerous historic
buildings within 1km of the proposed
route, including five grade | listed
buildings, eighteen grade I1* listed
buildings and two hundred and
sixteen grade |l listed buildings.

The buildings comprise a diverse
range of generally well-maintained
examples of later medieval to
modemn rural architecture.

There are three Historic Designed
Landscape Sites within 1km of the
proposed route: Hatch Court Park,
Jordans House, and Dillington Park.

The historic villages of South
Petherton, Whitelackington,
Seavington St Mary and Hatch
Beauchamp retain elements of their
original medieval layout and setting.

The earthwork remains of three deserted (or shrunken) medieval villages
are also present. Sites of local importance from prehistoric to modemn
ages are frequent.

None of the above historic buildings or features would be physically
affected by the new road.

A mitigation strategy would be developed following further field survey
that seeks to minimise archaeological impacts through pre-construction
investigations.

In addition, a watching brief would be maintained during construction to
record any areas of undiscovered archaeological deposits.

Typical examplas of fleld excavations that might be needed bafore construction of the road.
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South Petherton to M5 Taunton
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Environmental Mitigation

(continued) Proposals

Air Quality The route selection process has minimised the adverse impacts of the
proposed road by avoiding seﬂsmve environmental oonstralrﬂs as far

The proposed higk it would lead to a slight increase in as possible. Any remaining i would be d or !

raglonal air pollulani arnissu:ms of particulate matter and nitrogen
dioxide. Overall greenhouse gas emissions would remain within the Air
Quality Strategy Standards.

Landscape Effects

The A303/A358 route passes through a mainly rural landscape with

settlements of varying scale scattered along its length. Ribbon Mitigation Measures :-
development, intensive farming and the M5 influence a large proportion Badger proof fencing
being installed

cflhe landscape surrounding the A358. The main effect of the new dual

y on the landscape would be an increase in dominance of the
road and traffic. The proposed scheme would improve the townscape of
Henlade by provision of a hypass aJIhnugh Watergore would be affected
by the ion of a new

Traffic Noise and Vibration

Road improvements would lead lo an overall decrease in noise levels
although this would be the result of a wide range of ehanges in noise
levels involving both ir and d at individual properties,
and the use of quieter road surfacing.

Water Quality and Drainage

The existing highway drainage system would be maintained and
improvements would be incorporaled into the highway design. The
works would be engineered in an environmentally sensitive manner to
ensure maximum conservation interest. The improvements would
provide poliution mitigation measures and flood attenuation measures.
These would allow for the capacity to manage the rising flood levels that
are predicted as a result of climate change.

Drainage Attenuation Lagoon

Land Use
The highway i t sch is likely to affect more than

approximately Mha of high-grade agricultural land and there would also
be an effect on other land holdings including the sports fields at
Blackbrook Leisure Centre. The scheme does not require the demolition
of any residential property.

with environmental mitigation measures. Details of the measures
would be finalised later in the design process in consultation with the
appropriate bodies.

The aim of environmental mitigation is to reduce adverse impacts of the
scheme.

Examples include:

» Reinforcing local landscape character by using landscape
features that are typical of the area such as woodlands and
hedgerows.

= Provision of animal-proof fencing and suitable over- or
underpasses to safeguard wildlife.

+  Planting trees and shrubs to screen traffic and structures from
local properties, including off site planting where appropriate

»  Creation of earthwork mounds, banks and false cuttings to
reduce traffic noise.

* Protecting the historic environment by avoiding sites of cultural
interest and recording those sites that are likely to be affected.

+  Creating replacement habitat, for ple woodland, hedg
and grasslands.

* Reinstating hedgerows using a wide mix of native shrubs.

*  Modification of properties eligible under the Noise Insulation
Regulations.

HIGHWAYS

—

= Replacing equivalent flood plain storage in the immediate vicinity.

Minimising the loss of agricultural land resources by flattening
= slopes and returning to agricultural use where possible.

Mitigation M Hedgebank :

]

Panel 7 — Environmental Effects (Continued)
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Sale roads; Reliable journeys, Informed traveliers

A303/A358
South Petherton to M5 Taunton

Disruption Due to Construction

Construction works would comply with a Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) prepared by the appointed contractor. The
CEMP would need to cover the following points:

Air Quality

During construction the main effect on air quality is likely to arise from
the generation of dust during dry weather. Wetting the working area and
wetting the tyres of construction traffic leaving the site would dampen
dust and prevent it from becoming airborne.

Cultural Heritage

A construction traffic plan would ensure that no historic structures are put
at risk from damage by vibration or collision. The movement of heavy
plant during construction could have an adverse effect on buried
archaeclogical deposits due to soil and subsoil movement. Canstruction
activities would temporarily disrupt the settings of Listed Buildings and
other historic features although these effects would be considered to be
minar.

Eoology and Nature Conservation

Contractors need to comply with leg that

ion and official g

protects animals and their habitats. To prevent damage, sensitive
habitats near the highway boundary would be fenced before construction
work begins. Construction works would be programmed to ensure that
seasonal restrictions on species are observed, When species such as
reptiles need to be re-located appropriate fencing would be installed
along identified re-¢ i
site.

to of the

New replile fence on M4 Motorway
Traffic Noise and Vibration

A baseline monitoring noise survey would be carried out before
truction to ptable noise levels. Conditions on working

methods and construction times would be incorporated into the CEMP,

and would be subject to the agreement of the local Environmental Health

Officer.

Landscape, Townscape and Visual Amenity

Effects during the construction phase are generally more adverse than
the operational phase due to vegetation removal, exposed earthworks
and an enlarged site area, including contractor's compounds, haul routes
and materials storage. As much existing established vegetation would
be retained as possible to optimise screening.

HIGHWAYS
AGENCY

Adverse construction effects on the adjacent townscapes would be
minimised in the planning of the works. Any operational lighting to
extend winter working hours would need to be carefully positioned and
shrouded to avoid intrusion on residential properties.

Water Quality Effects
During the construction phase, storm water run-off would be treated
using a number of methods that may include settiement lagoons,

irrigation techniques, geotextile fences and straw filters.

The Environment Agency would set consent standards for discharges
from the construction site that the contractor would be required to meet.

Drainage lagoon preventing polluted run-off entering a water course

The Environment Agency would set conditions requiring the storage of all
potentially contaminating ials and cc inating activities on site,
particularly fuels.

The contractor would be required to produce detailed method
statements for construction activities to comply with the Environment
Agency requirements that would be incorporated into the CEMP.
Compliance with the method statements would be verified by auditing to
ensure that impacts to the ground and groundwater would be avoided.

41,0000

Panel 8 — Disruption due to Construction
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Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers

A303/A358
South Petherton to M5 Taunton

Typical Cross-Sections of the Proposals
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Panel 9 — Typical Cross-Sections of the Proposals
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