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Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers

A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton Improvement Fen Drayton to Fen Ditton Section. 

Introduction

This leaflet explains:

• the need for improvement;

• the results of our consultation;

• the Secretary of State’s decision on the ‘Preferred Route’;

• what will happen next.

Each day, up to 65,000 - 85,000 vehicles are using sections of the A14, close to the maximum that the 
road can carry. Up to a quarter of the traffic is heavy goods vehicles, which is double what you would 
expect on this kind of road. Journey times are unreliable on the A14, especially at busy times.

By improving the A14, we could reduce journey times and also encourage traffic to stay on it rather 
than using smaller local roads.

In 2001, the Cambridge to Huntingdon Multi Modal Study (CHUMMS) recommended improving the A14 
and local access roads, as well as providing a high-quality public transport system. 

To put this into practice, the Highways Agency have proposed to widen the A14 between Fen Drayton 
and Fen Ditton  (which is what this leaflet is about). There is also a proposal to build a new road 
between Ellington and Fen  Drayton – there has been a separate further consultation about this.  
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We delivered public consultation leaþets and questionnaires to 85,000 houses along the route. We also 
left them at local council ofýces, businesses, libraries, supermarkets, hotels, post ofýces and petrol 
stations.

We held 14 public exhibitions during April and May 2005 at: Bar Hill, Brampton, Buckden, Cambridge, 
Fen Drayton, Fenstanton, Girton, Godmanchester, Hilton, Huntingdon, Longstanton, Milton and Offord 
Cluny. Nearly 4,300 people came to the public exhibitions.

The ofýcial consultation period ended on 30 June 2005.

The public consultation proposed only one route for the new road between Ellington  and Fen Drayton  
ï although our exhibitions showed a number of other routes that we did not plan to take forward. 
We asked about two strategies for the new road. The óCHUMMS strategyô proposed a new road with 
three lanes in both directions, and removing the Huntingdon railway viaduct on the existing A14. The 
óAlternative Strategyô proposed a new road with two lanes in both directions, and keeping the viaduct. 
Both strategies proposed three lanes in both directions between Fen Drayton and Fen Ditton.

Following a legal challenge in 2006, we have carried out a further consultation on the route of the new 
road between Ellington and Fen Drayton. We will announce the result of this consultation in a few 
monthsô time together with the decision on which strategy we will follow.

The Highways Agency received 4,182 completed questionnaires:

• Nine out of 10 (92%) said that improvements to the A14 were necessary.

• Three quarters (75%) agreed with widening the existing A14 between Fen Drayton and Fen 
Ditton. 

• Less than one out of 10 (7%) did not agree with this widening.

There was space on the questionnaire for people to write down their views in more detail. Generally, 
people were concerned about the amount of traffic on the A14 and unreliable journey times. People 
were also concerned about possible impacts on noise levels and air quality.

Although the recent further public consultation was about the route between Ellington and Fen Drayton 
some people did make comments about other parts of the scheme. However, none of these raised 
issues which affect the conclusions on the section from Fen Drayton to Fen Ditton.
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We sent reports of our proposal to the County Councils, local authorities, the Environment Agency, 
Natural England, the local emergency services, parish councils and other groups that might use the 
A14 or have an interest in it.

The replies showed general support to improve the A14. They raised a number of areas which we will 
look at further as we develop the plans in more detail. As we do this, weôll continue to consult with these 
organisations.  

Having collected many views, we believe that there is considerable local support for the improvements. 
We have recommended that our proposal for improving the A14 between Fen Drayton to Fen Ditton 
should be taken forward in line with the general concept shown at the 2005 public consultation, with the 
detailed layout of the road and junctions to be designed by the contractor.

The Secretary of State has considered the views given during public consultation. He has noted the 
high level of support for an early completion of the improvements to the A14.

He has decided to confirm that improvements to the section between Fen Drayton and Fen Ditton 
should be: 

• widening the A14 within the land around the existing A14;

• providing local access roads along the existing A14;

• an improved junction where the A14 meets the M11 at Girton (M11 Junction14).

He is content that, during the next stage of development, the Highways Agency can address issues 
which have been raised during the consultation. This will include considering ways to reduce impacts 
on the environment.
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This announcement gives the Preferred Route 
for the Fen Drayton to Fen Ditton section of the 
scheme.

There will be a separate announcement about 
the Preferred Route between Ellington and 
Fen Drayton in Summer 2007. This will take 
into account the results of the further public 
consultation, which ended on 9 March 2007. 

When both Preferred Routes have been 
announced, we will appoint a contractor to 
develop the design of the route in more detail. 
The contractor will fi nd out what land needs to be 
bought, develop plans for junctions, and develop 
ways to reduce the impact of the work (for 
example by planting trees).

Following this, we will publish draft Highways 
Act Statutory Orders and an Environmental 
Statement. When this happens, people can 

consider the plans and, if they wish, raise 
objections. Depending on the type and number 
of objections to the draft Orders, there may be a 
Public Inquiry.

We expect dates to be as follows:

Announcement of the Preferred 
Route for the Ellington to Fen 
Drayton section

Summer 
2007

Appointment of a contractor 
Summer 
2007

Draft Orders published Late 2008

Public Inquiry (if required) 2009

Start of building work 2010

It may be possible to start work earlier than 2010 
on sections where draft Orders are not necessary.
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There is a Scheme Assessment Report that explains what led to the chosen route.

You can look at this report during office hours until the 11th June 2007 at the following places:

Cambridge City Council 
The Guildhall 
Cambridge 
CB2 3QJ

Cambridgeshire County Council 
Shire Hall 
Castle Hill 
Cambridge 
CB3 0AP

Huntingdonshire District Council 
Pathfinder House 
St Mary’s Street 

Huntingdon 
Cambridgeshire 

PE29 3TN

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Cambourne Business Park 

Cambourne 
Cambridge 
CB3 6EA

Copies of this report has also been sent to: Arbury Court Library, Bar Hill Library, Barnwell Road Library, 
Cambridge Central Library, Histon Library, Huntingdon Library, Milton Road Library and St Ives Library.
Local people can ask to read this report at these libraries. You can also receive a free CD copy of the 
report as well as further copies of this leaþet from the Highways Agency by writing to:

A14 Project Team 
Highways Agency 

Woodlands 
Manton Lane 

Manton Industrial Estate 
Bedford 

MK41 7LW

Email: A14EllingtonFenDitton@highways.gsi.gov.uk

Highways Agency Information Line:

08457 50 40 30
Alternatively you can buy a paper copy of the Scheme Assesssment Report from WSP for £25.00

Please send a cheque made payable to WSP Group PLC to the address below ( the charges cover the 
cost of printing and materials only):

FAO: Will Haynes
WSP Group PLC

Mountbatten House
Basing View
Basingstoke
RG21 4HJ
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Live traffic information:

www.highways.gov.uk/trafficinfo

Got a question or comment?:

ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk
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