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Safe roads, Reliable journeys, Informed travellers 

An Executive Agency of the

In December 2003 the Government published 
the White Paper � �. 
The White Paper identi�ed the need for a 
second runway and associated airport facilities 
at Stansted Airport, including potential access 
improvements to the airport from the strategic 
highway network (the M11 and the A120). The 
works required to the airport to provide for this 
need are referred to as the Stansted Generation 
2 project or G2. The application to increase the 
passenger throughput of Stansted Airport to 35 
million passengers per year, known as Stansted 
Generation 1 or G1, was the subject of a Public 
Inquiry in 2007, the Inspector�s report of which 
is awaited.

Since 2003 BAA, the owner and operator of 
the airport, has been working closely with 
the Highways Agency to develop a highways 
scheme that would provide ef�cient and 
reliable access to G2. Without such a scheme, 
the current highway access to the airport via 
Junction 8/8a on the M11 and Trinity Junction 
on the A120 would be unacceptable due to 
congestion and delays. The need is entirely 
to serve G2; without G2 the highways scheme 
would not be required. 

G2 is subject to a separate planning application 
by BAA and has its own environmental impact 
assessment. Although the G2 planning 
application is being made by BAA, the 
Highways Agency, on behalf of the Secretary 
of State, is responsible for any Orders affecting 
a trunk road or motorway and has therefore 
been responsible for the preparation of the 

Scheme and the Environmental Statement for 
the Stansted Airport Access proposals from the 
M11 and A120.

This document is the Non Technical Summary 
of the Environmental Statement that has been 
prepared for the proposed Scheme to provide 
strategic highway access to G2 from the M11 
and A120.

An Environmental Statement is a detailed report 
of the �ndings of an environmental impact 
assessment for a proposed development 
scheme. The Scheme design incorporates 
many measures to reduce and minimise the 
effects on both the man-made and natural 
environment. The Environmental Statement 
describes the existing environmental conditions 
and assesses the effects that the Scheme 
would have on those environments. 

The production of this Environmental Statement 
is a requirement of European Directive 85/337/
EEC as amended, as implemented by Section 
105A of the Highways Act 1980 as amended.

The assessment process has followed the 
guidance on environmental impact assessment 
set out in Volume 11 of the Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges published by the Highways 
Agency. The effects of the Scheme have been 
assessed at two dates: 2015, which is the 
assumed opening year; and 15 years later in 
2030. 

The complete Environmental Statement can 
be viewed free of charge at several locations 
listed at the end of this document. The Non 
Technical Summary may be viewed on the 
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Highways Agency�s website. Your opinions on 
the proposals are welcomed by the Highways 
Agency. Further details can be found in 
the �Your Views� section at the end of this 
document.

Initially, various broad strategies were 
investigated to determine the most appropriate 
means of providing direct strategic highway 
access to G2. Two strategies were taken 
forward for more detailed design work: 
maximizing the use of the existing Junction 
8/8a; and a new Junction 8b on the M11.

Further development work demonstrated that 
access to the existing airport Terminal would 
be best served from a new junction (Junction 
8b) on the M11 north of Junction 8a, with the 
new Terminal best served from the south via 
a new junction on the A120 (the Replacement 
A120 Trinity Junction). The two new junctions 
comprise the �Scheme�.

For Junction 8b, three possible locations 
were identi�ed and at each of these locations 
different road layout options were examined. 
Two options at a single location were 
considered for the Replacement A120 Trinity 
Junction. The preferred location and option 
for each junction was determined having 
regard to the comments received during public 
consultation and after careful consideration of 
engineering, environmental, safety, integration 
and economic factors.

Junction 8b would be located to the north of the 
existing Junction 8a and to the south of Church 
Road. Junction 8b would consist of a two 
bridge roundabout over the M11 connected to 
the motorway by four slip roads. A short section 
of dual carriageway from the roundabout would 
provide a link into the Airport. Other roads, 
including link roads parallel to the motorway, 
would be constructed as part of the Scheme to 
enable traf�c to continue to use Junction 8 from 
the north directly and to ensure the ef�cient 
�ow of traf�c through the junction.

The new junction on the A120 would replace 
the existing Trinity Junction, which would then 
be demolished. The Replacement A120 Trinity 
Junction would be located due north of the Holy 
Trinity Church at Takeley. It would consist of a 
two bridge roundabout over the A120 together 
with four slip roads to allow access from each 
direction. A spur road from the Airport would 
connect with the new roundabout.

The designs of both junctions incorporate 
a range of measures to avoid or reduce 
signi�cant adverse effects on the local 
environment. For safety reasons both junctions 
would be lit.

Subject to successful completion of statutory 
procedures, construction of the Scheme is 
expected to start in early 2011 and would be 
�nished by mid 2015 when it is planned that G2 
would be opened.

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and particulate matter 
(PM10) are important components of vehicle 
emissions that contribute to air pollution. 
They are commonly used to obtain an overall 
indication of air pollution likely to result from 
highway schemes. Assessments of the 
signi�cance of a particular level of pollution are 
made with reference to air quality standards, 
which are based primarily on the effects of 
pollutants on human health. 

For the opening and design years, predictions 
indicate that all properties within 200m of the 
Scheme likely to be affected by the proposed 
changes to the strategic road network would 
meet air quality standards for NO2 and PM10. 
The impact of the proposed junctions would 
be either negligible or slightly bene�cial at all 
affected locations, except at 2 Old Bury Lodge 
Lane where a slight adverse effect is predicted. 

Habitats can be sensitive to changes in 
concentrations and rates of airborne nitrogen 
(N) deposition. Existing nitrogen concentrations 
and deposition rates are having an adverse 
affect on some habitats and this situation 
is likely to continue in the future without the 



Airport Access from M11 & A120
Environmental Statement: Non Technical Summary

Scheme. The introduction of the Scheme would 
have a negligible effect on rates of nitrogen 
deposition.

During construction, temporary air quality 
effects caused by dust would be controlled 
to ensure that there is no nuisance to 
neighbouring properties.

Cultural heritage includes the historic buildings, 
archaeological remains and historic landscape.

The Scheme has the potential for moderate 
adverse effects on buried archaeological 
remains. It would adversely affect the settings 
of about nineteen listed buildings (including 
a moderate adverse effect on Duck End 
Farmhouse), but would improve the settings of 
nineteen other listed buildings. It would also 
have a slight adverse effect on some elements 
of the historic landscape. The adverse effects 
on the settings of twelve of the listed buildings 
would become neutral by 2030. 

The construction of the Scheme is dependent 
on the development of G2 going ahead and 
the successful completion of all statutory 

procedures. Construction of both junctions 
would be likely to start in 2011, at the same 
time as the start of the G2 construction 
works. Both junctions would be used by G2 
construction traf� c from 2012 or early 2013. 
Both junctions are intended to open to the 
public from 2015 to coincide with the opening 
of the G2 project.

Material required to construct the embankments 
for both junctions would be obtained from 
within the G2 airport development area. 
As far as possible, such material would be 
transported to both junction locations using 
either existing roads within the airport, or the 
new roads built as part of G2.

A Construction Environmental Management 
Plan would be in place before the start 
of construction. The plan would set out 
detailed methods and controls to safeguard 
the environment ensure best practice and 
mitigate adverse effects of the Scheme during 
construction. The plan would contain measures 
to reduce the effects of excavated materials, 
noise, dust, waste, temporary lighting and 
traf� c management on the local community and 
environment including watercourses, habitats 
and protected species.

This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material with the permission of 
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Of�ce ' 
Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may 
lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Highways Agency 100018928 2008. 
Highways Agency Publication Group m070379
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For most times throughout the construction 
period, two lanes in each direction on the 
M11 and the A120 would remain open. During 
periods of low traf�c �ows (e.g at night time) 
one lane in each direction may operate. On 
occasions, the M11 or A120 may be closed 
overnight to enable essential construction work 
to be undertaken safely. One lane of Church 
Road may be closed for short periods, during 
which time traf�c would be controlled with 
temporary traf�c lights.

No sites designated for their nature 
conservation importance would be adversely 
affected by the Scheme.

Surveys have been undertaken to understand 
the nature of the habitats within and adjacent 
to the Scheme and to determine the presence 
of various protected and otherwise notable 
species close by including amphibians, bats, 
badgers, birds, invertebrates, reptiles, otters 
and water voles.

The Scheme includes new planting and habitat 
reinstatement in line with the Highways Agency 
Biodiversity Action Plan. All habitats affected, 
except hedgerows, would experience a slight 
adverse effect in 2015. For most habitats 
however a slight bene�cial effect is predicted 
by 2030. The effect on hedgerows in 2015 
would be moderate adverse due to the loss of 
some lengths of ancient and/or species rich 
hedgerow. By 2030 the effect on hedgerows is 
assessed as slight adverse.

The effect on protected species has been 
assessed as slight adverse in 2015, except for 
otters and amphibians for which a neutral effect 
is predicted.

Advance mitigation work, prior to construction, 
would minimise any impacts on protected 
species during the construction phase. This 
would be implemented and controlled through 
the use of the Construction Environment 
Management Plan.

The existing motorway and A120 are visible 
in views from the surrounding landscape. The 
landscape surrounding the Scheme includes 
Stansted Airport, open farmland, several small 
settlements and scattered houses.

The impact of the Scheme on the landscape, 
townscape and views would arise from loss 
of vegetation and the introduction of new 
earthworks, roads, bridges, signs, and lighting, 
as well as new and replacement planting. 
The Scheme has been designed to blend 
into the surrounding countryside as much as 
is practicable, such that the overall effect on 
landscape would be slight adverse or neutral 
in 2015, and either neutral or slightly bene�cial 
in most areas by 2030. Only in areas to the 
north of Stansted Airport, where the proposed 
lighting and signs cannot be fully screened, 
would a slight adverse effect remain by 2030. 
Effects on townscape would be neutral in 2015 
and 2030.

In 2015 just over half of the 368 residential 
properties with a view of Junction 8b would 
experience a negligible change in their 
view. Of the remainder, about 110 would 
experience a slight adverse effect, about 
18 a slight bene�cial effect and some 26 
would experience no change. Six properties, 
all located near to the new junction, would 
experience a moderate adverse effect on their 
view.

For the Replacement A120 Trinity Junction 
approximately 80 of the 133 residential 
properties with a view of the junction would 
experience a slight bene�cial effect on their 
view as a result of the Scheme. About 15 would 
experience a slight adverse effect whilst the 
remainder would experience either no change 
or a negligible effect on their view.

By 2030 the visual effects of the Scheme would 
have improved as the new and replacement 
planting matures. By then, the percentage 
of properties experiencing a slight bene�cial 
effect during the winter would have increased 
to 15% for those with a view of Junction 




